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Gertrude  Weiss  Collection  ( AHC  2607) 


( all  of  the  following  items  are  copies  if  not  mentioned  different) 

1.  AHC  QI,  QII 

2.  2 sheets  of  the  ' Chicago  Tribune'  of  7/1/02,  containing  " Children  who  escaped  the 
Holocaust  celebrate  life"  an  article  by  Veronica  Gonzales,  reporting  about  GW 
emigration  and  life,  contains  1 Photo  ( original) 

3.  Letter  from  " DOEW"  ( Archive  of  the  documentation  of  the  austrian  resistance)  issued 
on  4/1 1/01  in  Vienna,  informing  GW  about  the  fate  of  her  parents  ( 2 p.) 
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THE  AUSTRIAN  HERITAGE  COLLECTION  AT  THE  LEO  BAECK  INSTITUTE 

AUSTRIAN-JEWISH  IMM/GRANTS  IN  THE  USA 

LEO  BAECK  Institute:  15  West  16™  Street,  4™  Floor,  New  York,  NY  10011,  tel  (212)  744  - 6400 


Name 


Occupation  In  US:  4caa 


Place  of  Birth 


r/gy 

Country 


Month 


Prewar 

Address: 


(District,  if  in  Vienna) 


Country 


Malden  Name: 


Prewar  Name; 


1.  Education/Occupation(s)  (please  if  possible,  indicate  institutions  and  year  when  entered/ieft) 

. / V /?jb/  M4 


2.  Were  you  affiliated  with  any  kind  of  organization  (Youth,  Zionist.  Political,  etc.)?  i-u 
If  so,  did  you  have  any  specific  function?  ^ 


(please  circle) 

C /es)/  No 


5.  May  we  contact  you  again  with  a more  detailed  follow-up  questionnaire? 

6 Do  you  have  any  documents,  such  as  photographs,  letters,  diaries,  all  kinds 
’ of  manuscripts,  etc.,  that  would  be  appropriate  for  the  archives  of  the  LBI? 

If  necessary  please  use  additional  sheets.  Thank  you! 
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The  Austrian  Heritage  Collection  at  the  Leo  Baeck  Institute 

AUSTRIAN-JEWISH  IMMIGRANTS  IN  THE  USA 

LEO  Baeck  Institute:  1 5 West  1 6™  Street,  4™  Floor,  New  York,  NY  1 001 1 . tel  (21 2)  744  - 6400 


We  kindly  ask  you  to  answer  the  following  questions  in  as  much  detail  as  possible,  either  in 
English  or  in  German.  If  you  need  more  space,  please  feel  free  to  use  additional  sheets.  If  you 
don  H know  the  answer  to  certain  questions  or  don  H want  to  answer  for  any  reason,  just  go  on  to 

the  next  question. 


NAMEi  ^ 


DATE:  -3,  I(^/d3 


1.  BEFORE  MARCH  1938 

1 1 Please  describe  your  parental  home. 

(Did  you  live  in  an  apartment  or  in  a house?  How  many  people  lived  there  with  you?  Did 
vou  have  servants?  What  language(s)  were  spoken  in  the  household?) 


1.2 


Please  tell  us  about  your  neighborhood  (District  in  Vienna  or  area). 

(What  ethnic  groups  lived  there?  Religious  life?  Relationships  between  Jews  and  non- 
Jews?  Relationships  with  neighbors?)  ^ 
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1 .3  What  religious  tradition  existed  in  your  family? 

(Did  you  keep  kosher,  go  to  synagogue,  observe  holidays,  etc.?) 

{ß'^  . jl/^  -f-o  ^ 

LO^  p6al>  ^ c>t- 

HUUf  ucn-^  C'C^  t'^v  (j\xJh  ß_  /Q..cn^-LjL.i^^ 

iu^  ur^  CL  72^. 

fUL^£.J  ßih 


hiu 

JaU  f 

]jß 

yPvXi  §J^4-£Aki-(_^  t 


c^lv^IAX  quJ> 

/ 


/ 


C<^ 


p-u^  O^-^O 


t<h  (2jpr^ 


CZ 


Lc^uJ^  . 


"d 


H At 


VC- 


CO-U 


Ji 


eft 


^As<y 


1 


1.4 


Please,  tell  us  about  your  friends  and  acquaintances  ? 

(Were  they  mostly  Jewish  or  non-Jewish?  Did  you  have  any  close  non-Jewish  friends?) 

J/LO^  /ri^C»--Or^  r pu-c/uc- 


1.5 


Were  you  affiliated  with  any  political,  social  or  religious  organization? 

(Youth  Organizations,  Zionist  Organizations,  Political  Parties,  other  organizations) 
If  so,  did  you  have  any  specific  function?  n ^ ■ 

qJ)  ■/^-»  aytr^  pr-e-3  j-i 
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Did  you  or  your  family  encounter  any  anti-Semitism  in  Austria  before  March  , 

1938?  ^ 

(If  so.  please  give  detajls.)  ^ 

£uJt'  c4  i / 

4^ 


6ef»<A 


1.7 


What  was  your/  your  family's  reaction  to  Hitler's  rise  to  power  in 
Germany  in  1933  and  to  Nazi  activity  in  Austria  in  the  early  thirties? 
Did  you/  they  feel  threatened  by  these  events? 

^^£c>'s<  ß' 

£0  >-,u.  . j zw  j . r 

(JU^  d ^ <UUA^ 

4o 


kJ 


AHC  - Questionnaire  2 - Page  3 of  12 


FROM  MARCH  1938  TO  EMIGRATION  - FROM  EUROPE  TO  AMERICA 


How  was  your  time  spent  during  and  after  the  "Anschluss"? 

What  was  the  impact  of  the  "Anschluss"  on  you  personally? 

(Were  you  expelled  from  school/university?  Did  you  or  somebody  in  your  family  lose  your/ 
their  jobs?  Were  your  apartments/houses  looted?  Were  you  (or  members  of  your  family) 
persecuted?  Were  you/  they  forced  to  scrub  the  streets?)  j 


cJ 


iXd- 


-dtdj  V 


. s r/  X,i  M j u>d^ 


JUi  /VtZ^ 

' _ , .I  ^ D ‘it  ^ ä . n ff  ^ Jr\  'A 


^ypAtP'P^  . fi  I S S'\' oU^djAt  AA..i4Ari^  ^ cli-ojjn:- 


CyJ-d'iA^ 


AA^  0-  ^ ^4^ 

tixAt  cß--'^A<y  \/0~^~ldi,<^y 


ryy-AyCf  jLcU^'^-a^ 


't^AAtAA — 9 ^<2^ 
Ajo 

/n'Aycy%Ax, 

^tyf  [HLaAIJL  (jD~i^  ^'•-Ä-cy  ftt,  Öh  ca^-L  iH  (Xrz^-^ 


CA 


2.2 


'Ci-tA  /yiA^uA-  it-oduis  c 

}L  u<;..  a •xAtenr-  4^^T£t^-H-CALxi.C*  ,^3-A»^ 

colleagues,  schoolmates,  neighbors,  etc. 
behave  toward  you  and  your  family? 


i&^dJiL  A^-p-<MaxA-,  . 1^  ^ 


c4 ^ yVtA^-^  /kT^  O- 

£uJ'  fk«^  CA,^4^  . o( 

/AjiAA^K  hiTLA  , &AAx<u.^  l)4iM 

ItJ  dKxCf^  /lA>p  -AaJA^'^  JjAA..xOAAA^  lo-Ci-A 

^ . Ax  /'  />./  -^A  I I'  ■/]  A 1 -<  ^ 


oh. 


loCtßA*^  .^-rdsoo  eAA,  (^  0£cM 


\J 
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2.3  Could  you  please  decribe  your  recollections  of  November  9th,  1938,  the  so- 
called  „Reichs-Kristallnacht“  (in  case  you  still  were  in  Austria  at  that  time) 

Ip  a I'Oi. 

l^.f  ,.^j 


cjit 


Xu,.  y<k  ^ 4- 

Pc.  lOe  Y iU. 

X ^ P'^'P'^JZ  J^ay 

^ /f  ""y 

2.4  Were  you  or  any  members  of  your  family  arrested?  Sent  to  a camp?  q,( 

(If  so,  please  give  details.)  « ± P L 

/ " ^ yy  r/7  yp  c^uyo  .y^A^ipy^  (y^»y  ^ Ot-^i 

JyViyCiA^Uti^/  ClXcM-^I  ^ ^/  '/!/}  A W Ji  , ^ 

fjtoA.cJho  p-c<  eJ'U.UiA^^  ^ 


n Ciy(^-r}yCe-t^l 


2.5  Can  you  recall  the  process  of  obtaining  papers  necessary  for  emigration? 

(Did  you  try  to  obtain  visas  for  other  countries  as  well?  Were  you  supported  by  any  relief 
organization,  by  relatives  or  friends?)  . Pur^ 

yyv.u^  <LZJ  tP  ^ , tPPlk 


««y-y  <iyyy, 

^ zyp  Kc2rtYpZuX>. 

t pppy  -.Xrt'tTry 

D If  tf  /uXpytyi  ' AHC- Questionnaire 2 -Page  5 of  12  //4?  l/^XS 


2.6  What  happened  to  your  (or  your  family's)  apartments,  houses,  businesses 
and  other  property?  ^ ^ , / /; 

10,  -id,  Uu.1 


2.7  When  did  you  leave  Austria?  (Please  indicate  exact  iate,  if  possible) 

t\jUAP  y (7^  . 7^^  ////f^  (ac  /U..^y^jLd^'\^i^  (T^  \ 

f C^/y-C^ei ju-rs.  ^ 

2.8  If  you  did  not  emigrate  directly  to  the  U.S,  where  did  you  go  first? 

(How  long  did  you  stay  there?  Can  you  give  a brief  description  of  your  experiences? 
Was  there  an  immedate  reason  - apart  from  the  general  threat  - for  your  emigration?) 
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3.  THE  UNITED  STATES 

3.1  When  did  you  arrive  in  the  U.S.?  (Please  indicate  exact  date,  if  possible) 

.\HA.  %x,  U Ü/»/)  /» 


3.2  Did  members  of  your  family  emigrate  to  countries  other  than  the  U.S.? 

(If  so,  where?  Where  do  they  live  today?  Are  you  still  In  contact  with  them?) 


Did  you  serve  in  the  U.S.  Armed  Forces  or  in  any  other  allied  army? 

(If  so,  when  did  you  join?  What  division?  What  was  your  area  of  operation? 
When  were  you  discharged?)  j.  . / / / /v 


fio  , Mj  bT'£»{fi^r 
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3.4  Please  list  places  and  dates  of  residence  in  the  U.S. 

(City,  State;  in  bigger  cities,  neighborhood) 

iJd  tOJre  Si'nt'  ^jc  chicc^ooö  jJic 

y ^ J . y"®  / 

clj^t  (ul rpi  lAurec'^-iL  '"'iwl’C  .1-  J t'i  1 

-////  J,  IxJQS  I :y/hhr/jS3  e 

^iJye-ir  1 1^‘  u^('K\  ni  ^J^Aev'ci  i 

IV0<  \ Hi  ^ . /H  a il  c ^ i £ /V^<r'//'J  -5 > ^ . 

3.5  Please  describe  your  occupational  situation  after  your  arrival  in  the  U.S. 

._/.  /i/c^nY  -/p  5-o  j\ö>cl‘  Jh'^t  U ^ 

' f ! ^ r T 4 ’W 

an  H ~n4  !/ f n f ^ t ./.  A/ ^ 

ci]00iyup  SL  ^lu.  <JkJ^l  J 

■ a/  u ' . . 7 / / ,.  i/ 


IfT'-J^  _J-  vacj<_-r,^  ,.  -- 

///  e/"  UlpH^^  a^sfiloiH 

/>a(\<t'^/  S co7-r/^eJ  3c  hu>i^r^  c^. 

<r-i  itrfU^^cJ  O-)^  AeH^tAc.<^^ 

~H\-^  &d-  Ax4y-4&^!m  icyiP  <0  ( yj 

3.6  Did  you  belong  to  any  emigrant/immigrant-related  organization  or  cultural 
association?  (e.g.  Austrian  American  Federation,  Austrian  Forum,  etc.?  If  so,  since 
when?) 


'J  ^ / / 

ft  J CO  U UcL  A /i/^A 
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Do  vou  still  speak  German  in  the  USA?  If  so,  with  whom  and  when?  How 


^ 

l)2M  Hf 


iV"  IS 


c/}^*1  — » / — ' '-<i— ' - > <Cf 

. # . r>^  Ia)  ' y7yU'l-i^i^J  7 / 

,;  - ' a >/  / 


c),  li  i'ir?'A  (-' 

n u^y  *’ 


^ ÄlU (i 

i/i^  ^ 


3.8 


3.9 


Would  you  call  yourself  religious?  To  what  degree?  What  is  your  affiliation? 

Did  It  change? 

(Do  you  keep  kosher,  go  to  synagogue,  observe  the  holidays,...^ 

if.  J^  ci  UxQa^'< 

ttc  aLUn^/cn^Ay,)  ^ 9^ ‘la  ^ 

■==^-OuJ^A  S^lird  ,'ucJ 

^ -.CJ  * .1  . lUt  ^ 

'tvu^vyf 

%X  ■ 0 i ^ 


German-speaking?  Mainly  Jewish  or  not? 

fXf<L.J^^,  • ^ Xj 

,44  do 


or  non- 


3.1 0 Of  what  country  (countries)  are  you  a citizen?  When  was  each  citizenship 

^T/?/  /ly  c / ^ A.-.— ^ 


lU  ^ 


(Mjf 
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3.1 1 Have  you  ever  visited  Austria  after  the  war?  If  so,  how  often? 

(What  did  you  do  there?  Can  you  recall  some  of  your  impressions  during  these  visits? 

Have  you  ever  thought  of  going  back  permanently?)  , . -JD 

eU'iH  Hi 

^ cl  t c>f 

\j  ' ! i ^ § /' u . i . I ., . .4  .^,1^  k !^(  'Ik.  ^ <4 . ^ 

. 7>*^  z:iUyt^  f It ^ 


(2  'ji) 


V ^ A / ' 

ficj  o( 


^ 'juJH  ^ ^ i/'Ä 

(AycH  * cJ  O^Z-y^'P ^eX>c^  -fc> 

1 - - . . -J.  . ^ L.  1 O —T-1  ' a z)  k 


^HjI,  '^xH'  IZJ-^  y-7'y^ 


cpoci  rt^.J^  1/4 


l(j~inJoAA^ 


£3^-\ 


PARTICIPATION  IN  OTHER  ORAL  HIST^Y  PROJECTS  ^ 


Have  you  ever  been  interviewed  by  any  other  organization? 

(If  yes,  please  indicate  when  and  by  which 


. Iax  <t  y.  t.-^ 


organization?)  \/^^.  Cl  // 

A (/ 

p^c>^tr<^LMA  4 •• 


4.2  Have  you  ever  been  mentioned  in  any  historical  works? 
(Holocaust-related  literature,  Documentary  films.  Exhibitions  etc 


')  i)4> 
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5.  FAMILY  MEMBERS 


g <1  Spous6  (Nam©,  Maiden  Name,  Place/date  of  birth  [if  deceased,  place/date  of  ^ 
death].  Occupation's])  • ^ i 2 i i J^3  ^»4  v « 


5 2 Mother  (Name,  Maiden  Name,^PIace/date  (rf  birth  [if  deceased,  piace/date  of  death] 
Occupation[s])  fs  (^rj  |/i0^  I'vt  4/v 

Jane 


V ‘ H vv  I c,^  ^pftvc<2  ^ {jci'4'i'^ 


5 3 Father  (Name,  Place/date  of  birth  [if  deceased,  place/date  of  death],  Occupation[s]) 

0ffc>  Kp\p\<s^t'  [J  /iu.^.VVnct  i |A 

U'  ^ g|V  -ike-  e-  cx-^  . X4  -l-e;^c?U  5 f j.-cur<j.  i 

^ ^4  ik  cl4  I Osr  \AA  o4"‘  / 


5 4 Siblings  (Name,  Maiden  Name,  PJace/date  of  birth  [if  deceased,  place/date  of  death], 
Occupation[si) 

5A\JcJ-i^  k.ot>ler  7 

^ / iyienHÄ 

Mane  Cixi.oc^'^ , 


M a r ( £ k 6"U  l< I?  ei'  in  Cv  t L 

JT  {(  ^ Ci..  b e-ik  crAr«2  S”5  imcX«  \r 
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Children  (Name,  Maiden  Name,  Address  [City,  State,  Country],  Place/date  of  birth  [if 
deceased,  place/date  of  death],  Occupationfs]) 

pcvr4i^er-  ^^CU<c.c^o 

^ icv.u3 

W;  u3eiss'  ßU^  \15^I 

' 4 -- ‘it ' 

pMs  4 

(/\t?^  pi  • 


Grandparents  (Name,  Maiden  Name,  Place/date  of  birth,  place/date  of 
death,  Occupation[s])  ^ , 


, ^ ^ , 

/?aA  ^WM  Side  U>2-tre  taame- 


<PH  tVV^  HAC>TKe  i i,  3 tu  u-  cv«o' 

S(«4e-  ' 31  u>(-no4  t'H (5^ tf X a rs;  cr( 

olid  ^o\rU.a^<  <2  <2  . 

X'  i~i  £?  ^v'l'  1'  e I'l*- er"  -1^ k €^1  o (]  t cjt <2^^ 


7%ß  Austrian  Heritage  Collection  is  always  looking  for  people  to  interview. 

If  you  know  any  Austrian-Jewish  immigrants  in  the  US  who  might  be  interested  in  participating  in 
this  project,  please  either  ask  them  to  contact  us  or  write  their  addresses  below. 


ö/c  I {Cru  C } 1 u)0^ 


(OILS'  Q iUi£.((  j-i -in  0\Ü  H tol-^O  /te-ljJ-c^cX  ULLi't^  f.A(  I 

Ih  fl\€  CUtCeu^?  (^iCe  -cfacfric' 

Thank  you  very  much  for  participating  in  this  project 
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Susp(«t  wanted  work,  officials  say 

By  Judith  Graham  ' 

Tribune  national  correspondent  I 


PHOEN  IX— In  another  aston-  ^ 

ishingtwist  to  an  extraordinary  ^ ^ ^ 

fire  season,  the  U.S.  attorney  in  ' ^ ^ f 

Arizona  charged  a part-time  / 

fu-efighter  Sunday  with  starting  ^ . i 

what  became  a gigantic  blaze  H 

that  ripp<>d  thi'ough  two  towns  ^ 

and  forced  30,000  people  in  east-  j 

ern  Arizona  to  flee  their  homes.  • 

Leonar  d Gregg,  29,  worked  for  u 
theBureauofIndianAffairsasa  . 
contract  firefighter.  According  - 
to  a statement  filed  in  federal  ^ 
court  by  a bureau  investigator, 

Gregg  said  he  set  the  Rodeo  fire  - 

on  June  18  to  ensure  that  he  J 
would  have  summer  employ- 
ment. 

'‘The  evidence  that  we  have 

right  novi  ...  is  that  this  fire  was  ^ 

started  with  a profit  motive  be-  HHiy 

hind  it,”  U.S.  Atty.  Paul  Char- 

At  a hearing  Sunday  in  feder-  ^ 

al  court  ill  Flagstaff,  Gregg  said, 

“I’m  sorry  for  what  I did.” 

Gregg  was  arrested  Saturday  i 

night  in  connection  with  two  j ^ 

fires  set  June  18  near  the  Ft.  ^ 

Apache  Indian  Reservation  S 

town  of  Cibecue.  One  fire  was  B 

put  out,  but  the  other  quickly  L — M 

spread,  threatening  Show  Low  Arizona  Daily  sun  photo  by  nil  Torra  KC 
and  oveiTunning  two  smaller  l^nard  Gregg,  a contrac^Hr  »- 

yy^hter,  was  charg^  Sunon  in 
PLEASE  SEE  WILDFIRES,  PAGE  10,7$^ the  huge  wildfire  in  Arizona^  ^ 


Tnbune  photo  by  Pete  Souza 


Concrete  barriers  already  guard  the  Washington  Monument.  Fourth  of  July  security  on  the  Mall  will  include  fences. 


works,  unfurling  flags,  watch-  warnings  about  possible  at-  credible  threat  of  terrorist  at- 

ing  parades  and  gathering  with  tacks,  this  4th  amounts  to  a test  tack,  a sense  of  caution  is  r^ 

family  and  friends.  of  nerves  for  America.  Some  fleeted  in  the  ramped-up  securi- 

WASHINGTON This  will  be  But  the  first  Independence  will  choose  to  stay  away  from  ty  measures  that  federal,  state 

a4thofJulylikeaUothers-and  Day  since  the  Sept.  11  attacks  public  celebrations,  while  oth-  and  local  officials  are  planning 
a 4th  of  July  like  no  other.  will  be  anything  but  ordinary,  ers  “will  come  to  stick  out  their  on  the  ground  and  m me  air.  In 

When  the  U.S.  honors  226  To  join  in  the  public  festivities,  jaw”  to  the  terrorists,  said  Rep.  addition  to  being  a little  riskier 
years  of  independence  Thurs-  m£my  Americans  will  find  it  Porter  Goss  (R-Fla.),  chairman  than  in  the  past,  this  hidepend- 
day.  Americans  will  celebrate  necessary  to  conquer  their  con-  of  the  House  Intelligence  Com-  ence  Day  could  be  a major  has- 
the  country’s  biggest  patriotic  cems  about  the  potential  for  ter-  mittee.  sie  for  many  revelers, 

bash  in  the  usual  manner,  light-  rorism.  Although  authorities  have 

ing  the  skies  with  brilliant  fire-  Amid  vague  government  said  they  know  of  no  specific,  please  see  holiday,  back  page 


By  William  Neikirk 

Tribune  senior  correspondent 


Children 
who  escaped 
Holocaust 
celebrate  life 


But  amputations 
and  stonings  still 
included  in  code 


By  Veronica  Gonzalez 

Tribune  staff  reporter 

When  12-year-old  Trude  Co- 
bler  boarded  a train  in  Vien  la, 
clutching  her  porcelain  doU  on 
the  eve  of  World  War  II,  ; he 
knew  she  was  leaving  to  esc;  pe 
the  Nazis. 

As  the  train  pulled  out  of  he 
station  that  day  in  August  11 39, 
Kobler  saw  something  sh  e’d 
never  seen  before.  Standing  on 
the  platform,  her  usually  ci  m- 
pos^  father  bowed  his  head  i nd 
wept. 

“I  don’t  remember  being  t lat 
unhappy,”  recalled  Kobler,  75. 
who  lives  in  Wilmette  ; nd 
whose  married  name  is  We  ss. 
*’I  just  assumed  I’d  see  1 im 
again.”  Weiss,  who  never  i aw 
her  father  or  mother  after  t lat 
final  parting,  was  among  ab  lut 
1.200  Jewish  children  whise 
parents  sent  them  to  the  Un:  ted 
States  to  avoid  the  Nazi  thre  it. 

On  Sunday  some  of  those  c lil- 
dren.  now  adults,  gatherec  in 
Chicago  for  a first-ever  reun  ion 
that  runs  through  Tues  lay. 
More  than  150  people,  indue  ing 
survivors  and  their  relatives  at- 
tended the  opening  cere  no- 


By  Laurie  Goering 
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U.S.  Atty.  Patrick  Fitzgerald,  who  took  office  Aug.  31,  has  a reputation  for  dogged  prosecution. 


Prosecutions  rise 
under  Fitzgerald 
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out  for  some  in  Illinois 


TEMPO 

Matters  of  Taste 

A Tribune  team  rates  the  fc  od, 
fashion  and  fiery  temperati  res 
at  Taste  of  Chicago. 


^ For  months,  welfare  recip- 

. { ients  have  met  with  casework- 

' ers,  who  literally  show  their  cli- 

i'  ents  a picture  of  a clock  illus- 
4 trating  the  time  remaining  on 
the  60-month  lifetime  limit  for 
cash  assistance.  When  clients 
^ hit  their  57th  month,  they  re- 
- ceive  a written  notice. 

**7  r ^ In  April,  108  notices  were  sent 

to  families  who  would  exhaust 
benefits  in  July,  August 
and  September,  according  to  the 
department,  ’fhe  number  wh  ose 
cash  payments  are  stopped  may 
dwindle  when  some  recipients 
. __  qualify  for  an  exception. 

Tribune  photo  by  Milbert  0.  Brown  Advocates  for  the  poor  say 

X whose  welfare  runs  out  soon,  that  the  true  hardship  on  people 
j going  to  make  it,"  she  says.  on  the  very  lowest  lorng  of  the  so- 

cioeconomic ladder  has  yet  to  be 
incided  with  a period  of  prosper-  measured, 
ity  and  low  unemployment.  An  "How  does  welfare  reform 


By  Bonnie  Miller  Rubin 

Tribune  staff  reprorter 


Five  years  after  passage  of  the 
federal  welfore  reform  bill,  a 
few  families  in  Illinois  on  Mon- 
day will  become  the  first  to  lose 
cash  benefits. 

The  number  of  families  losing 
benefits,  at  least  initially,  will  be 
no  more  than  eight— far  fewer 
than  predicted  when  the  legisla- 
tion was  enacted,  according  to 
the  Illinois  Department  of  Hu- 
man Services. 

“The  end  of  an  era  really  came 
when  welfare  reform  became 
law.  but  this  could  certainly  be 
viewed  as  another  milestone,” 
said  Reginald  Marsh,  a spokes- 
man for  the  department.  That  so 
few  people  are  affected— espe- 
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On  top  of  the  world 

Ronaldo  (left)  and  Kleberson 
kiss  the  World  Cup  after  Brazil 
beat  Gtirmany  for  its  5th  title. 

Salvage  operation 

Matt  Clement  strikes  out  12  as 


Weather;  Humid;  high  94,  low  4 
Tomorrow:  Humid;  high  89,  low  69 


24  hours  a day  go  to 
chicagotribune.com 


Monday  are  just  the  fu'st.  Oth 
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Most  of  their  families  dierl 
decades  ago  in  concentration 
camps.  So  did  a million  and  a 
half  children  who  were  unable 
to  leave  Europe. 

With  few  instructions,  those 
who  escaped  boarded  trains  and 
traveled  distances  they  could 
barely  comprehend  without 
knowing  what  lay  ahead, 
whether  they  would  be  reun  ited 
with  their  parents. 

“(My  mother)  said  to  ‘look  for 
the  woman  with  the  white  hand- 
kerchief when  you  get  off  the 
train,'  ” said  Manny  Steinfeld, 
78,  another  refugee.  “ ‘That’s 
the  woman  who’s  going  to  pick 
you  up.’  ” 

This  chapter  of  the  Holocaust 
era,  little  known  today,  wasn’t 
highly  publicized  because  of  the 
anti-Semitic  climate  and  isola- 
tionism in  the  U.S.  Legislation 
that  would  have  admitted  20,000 
refugee  children  from  Germany 
was  introduced  in  Congress  in 
1939  but  foundered  in  commit- 
tee. 

Assisted  by  various  organiza- 
tions, the  young  refugees  who 
entered  the  country  arrived  le- 
gally and  received  no  special 
privileges. 

“The  Jewish  organizations  on 
the  European  and  American 
end  and  Quakers  realized  there 
was  tremendous  hostility  to- 
ward immigi’ation,”  said  Seve- 
rin Hochberg,  a historian  with 
the  United  States  Holocaust  Me- 
morial Museum  in  Washington. 

“One  way  around  that  was  by 
sending  unaccompanied  chil- 
dren. People  would  not  object  so 
much  if  you  kind  of  frame  the 
whole  question  around  chil- 
dren.’’ 

Many  children  lived  with  fos- 
ter parents  and  some  with  rela- 
tives and  in  orphanages,  inte- 
grating quickly  into  American 
socie-ty. 

For  some,  separating  from 
parents  and  encountering  a 
new  culture  and  family  was  dif- 
ficult, even  traumatizing. 

“After  you  get  here  and  the  ex- 
citement wears  off,  it  gets  pretty 
depressing  because  you’re  liv- 
ing by  a whole  new  set  of  rules,” 
said  tldith  Schumer,  77,  who  left 
Germany  when  she  was  12. But 
many  of  those  children  became 
“inordinately  successful”  as 
adults,  said  Iris  Posner,  who  or- 
ganized the  reunion  in  the 
Palmer  House  Hilton  Hotel 
along  with  Lenore  Moskowitz. 
Both  of  them  founded  One- 
Thousand  Children  Inc.,  a non- 
profit group  based  in  Maryland 
that  seeks  to  document  the  refu- 
gees’ stories. 

It  will  be  the  first  time — and 
probably  the  last  that  the  sur- 
vivors, now  in  their  70s  and  80s. 
gather  as  a group,  said  Posner,  a 
former  researcher  and  health- 


care administrator. 

Of  the  roughly  1,200  children 
who  came  to  the  U.S.,  Posner 

caiH  cho  Hqc  lorjitpH  400 

Many  were  unaware  they 
were  part  of  this  special  group 
of  Holocaust  survivors,  making 
the  need  to  document  their  ex- 
periences more  urgent,  she 
said.  Some  have  already  died. 

“We  do  hope  when  this  re- 
union is  over  . . . that  this  event 
will  make  it  a part  of  Jewish- 
American  history,”  Posner  said. 

Judith  Baumel,  an  associate 
professor  of  Jewish  history  at 
Bar-Ilan  University  in  Israel, 
has  written  what  is  considered 
the  only  published  historical  ac- 
count about  the  refugees,  a book 
called  “Unfulfilled  Promise.” 

“These  kids  would  have  been 
dead  had  they  stayed  in  Europe, 
as  were  a million  and  a half  Jew- 
ish children  killed  by  Hitler  and 
his  henchmen,”  said  Baumel, 
whose  older  brother  and  sister 
were  among  the  refugees  who 
came  to  this  country. 

After  Hitler  invaded  Austria, 
Weiss’  mother,  Hermine,  went 
to  the  U.S.  Consulate  and  began 
thumbing  through  phone  books 
for  every  major  U.S.  city,  she 
said. 

Her  mom  was  looking  for 
Jewish  organizations  and  peo- 
ple who  shared  the  family 
name,  Kobler. 

One  refugee  agency,  the  He- 
brew Immigrant  Aid  Society, 
found  a man  in  San  Francisco 
willing  to  pay  for  Weiss  and  her 
two  older  sisters  and  brother  to 
come  to  the  U.S. 

“If  it  were  not  for  that,  we  all 
would  have  been  dead,”  Weiss 
said. 

Weiss  brought  her  favorite 
doll,  a gift  from  her  mother’s 
friend. 

After  the  train  ride  from  Vien- 
na, Weiss  and  her  siblings 
sailed  to  New  York  on  a boat 
overflowing  with  college-age 
American  tourists.  She  spent 
about  a month  with  a foster  fam- 
ily before  coming  to  Chicago  to 
stay  with  another  family. 

She  was  excited  to  be  in  a new 
country,  one  with  so  many  op- 
portunities, but  she  frequently 
thought  about  her  parents  and 
wrote  to  them  until  1941  when 
the  letters  stopped.  Both  were 
killed  in  the  ghetto  in  Riga,  Lat- 
via. 

“You  can  actually  make  your- 
self dream,”  Weiss  said.  “You 
can  think  about  them  long 
enough,  particularly  in  the  be- 
ginning, the  memory  is  so  deep 
it  comes  to  you.” 

Weiss,  a mother  of  three  and  a 
substitute  teacher  in  Evanston 
for  31  years,  said  the  love  of  her 
parents  stayed  with  her  and 
helped  her  succeed. 

During  high  school,  she 
worked  at  a bakery  so  she  could 
put  herself  through  the  Univer- 
sity of  Illinois  in  Urbana-Cham- 
paign,  where  she  earned  bache- 
lor’s and  master’s  degrees. 

Steinfeld,  who  lives  in  Chica- 
go, was  14  when  he  left  his  home- 
town in  Josbach,  Germany,  in 
1938.  His  widowed  mother  had 
secured  a visa  for  him  to  come 
to  the  U.S.,  also  through  the  He- 
brew Immigrant  Aid  Society. 

“My  mother  took  me  to  the 
train  station,  and  I said  goodbye 


FROM  PAGE  ONE 


Tribune  photos  by  Chris  Walket 

Ralph  Ransenberg  (upper  left),  talks  w/ith  Werner  Michel,  Ruth  Schnitzer  and  Trudy  Türkei  on  Sun- 
day during  a first-ever  reunion  of  people  who  escaped  the  Holocaust  in  their  youth. 

PalMtinc  IPc„ll^ 

In  the  U.S.,  Steinfeld  lived 
with  his  aunt  and  two  cousins  in 
Chicago.  He  worked  in  high 
school,  earning  enough  money 
to  put  himself  through  the  Uni- 
versity of  Illinois  at  Urbana- 
Champaign.  Steinfeld,  a father 
of  three,  went  on  to  staii  a furni- 
ture company 

“I  was  put  on  this  earth  to  be  a 
survivor,”  he  said. 


Trude  Weiss,  75,  left  Vienna  with  her  three  siblings  when  she 
was  12.  She's  been  a substitute  teacher  in  Evanston  for  31  years 


to  her,”  Steinfeld  said.  “She  brother  was  sent  to  Palestine 
gave  me  all  these  instructions — while  his  older  sister  awaited 
just  remain  quiet,  just  keep  transport  to  Britain, 
reading  the  book  you’re  read-  Steinfeld  left  Germany  with  a 
ing,  don’t  pay  attention  to  any-  “certain  degree  of  anxiety  and 
body  else.”  fright.”  he  said. 

That  same  year,  his  younger  “No  one  really  knew  the  ex- 


Tribune  staff  reporter  Ron 
Grossman  contributed  to  this  re 
port. 


STIFTUNG  DOKUMENTATIONSARCHIV 
DES  ÖSTERREICHISCHEN  WIDERSTANDES 


Sitz:  A-lOlO  Wien,  Wipplingerstraße  8 (Altes  Rathaus) 

Tel:  01/53436/01779,  Fax:  01/53436/9901771;  E-Mail- Adresse:  office@doew.at 
Montag  bis  Donnerstag  9-17  Uhr;  Konto:  Bank  Austria  660  237  801,  PSK  7490.864 


To  Gertrude  Weiss 
2207  Crestview  Ln 
Wilmette  IL  60091-2356 
USA 

Vienna,  1 T**  of  April  2001 

Dear  Mrs.  Weiss, 

Through  the  Jewish  Community  Vienna/Holocaust  Information  Center,  we  received  your 
letter  of  March  15,  concerning  the  fate  of  your  parents. 

According  to  our  sources,  Otto  Kobler,  bom  on  March  24‘*',  1886,  and  his  wife  Hermine, 
bom  on  June  14“*,  1896,  were  deported  from  Vienna  (last  address:  Second  district, 
Nestroyplatz  1)  to  ghetto  Riga  on  January  26“*,  1942. 

In  Riga,  the  former  capital  of  Latvia,  there  lived  43,000  Jews  in  1930,  which  corresponded  to 
8.9  % of  the  population.  Excesses  directed  against  the  Jewish  population  followed 
immediately  after  the  invasion  by  German  troops  on  July  1st,  1941.  After  the  introduction  of 
numerous  discriminatory  decrees,  and  after  plunderings  and  massacres,  the  ghetto  was 
installed  and  surrounded  by  a wall  in  August  1941 . Between  the  end  of  November  and  the 
beginning  of  December  1941,  27,  000  Jews,  most  of  them  from  Latvia,  but  including  about 
400  elderly  people  from  Vienna,  were  shot  in  Rumbula  forest.  In  this  way  space  was  to  be 
provided  for  new  transports  from  Germany  and  Austria. 

Transports  arrived  from  Austria  in  Riga  v/ith  1 ,000  Jews  on  board  each  after  a journey 
lasting  8 days,  on  Dec.  3rd,  1941,  and  on  January'  1 1th  and  26th  and  February  6th,  1942.  The 
deportees  were  put  into  those  areas  of  the  ghetto  which  had  been  emptied  by  the  murder 
programme  or  else  had  to  perform  forced  labour  in  the  outpost  of  Salaspils.  The  mortality  rate 
of  those  interned  in  the  ghetto  rose  sharply  because  of  the  frightful  living  conditions, 
particularly  among  the  weaker  ones,  but  above  all  among  the  elderly  and  the  children.  After 
murder  programmes  and  executions  on  account  of  the  slightest  infringement  of  mles  the 
ghetto  was  filled  up  again  and  again  by  new  arrivals  to  capacity. 


STIFTUNGSRAT; 
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In  the  autumn  of  1943,  SS  units  broke  up  the  ghettos  and  camps  in  the  "Reichskommissariat 
Ostland".  Most  of  the  ghetto  inmates  were  put  into  Kaiserwald  and  Stutthof  concentration 
camps,  but  old  people,  the  sick,  children  and  whoever  was  declared  unfit  for  work,  were 
murdered. 

Only  about  800  of  the  men,  women  and  children  deported  to  Riga  survived  the  selection  for 
forced  labour,  the  ghetto  and  the  various  concentration  camps,  and  among  them  were  about 
100  Austrian  Jews. 

I hope  that  these  short  outlines  can  help  to  clear  the  circumstances  of  your  partent‘s  death. 


For  further  information,  please  don't  hesitate  to  contact  us! 
Yours  sincerely 

f 

Si/ — 

Georg’ Sptaler 


